Table of Contents

Introduction: What Ever Happened to the Second “R”? xi
A Society of Writers xi
It’s About Time . . . xii
Writing for the Big Payoff xiii
A Future of Hope xiv

Chapter 1: Planning for Learning 1
Keeping the End in Mind 1
Using Essential Questions to Plan for Learning 2
A Closer Look at Essential Questions 3
The Writing Connection 4
Writing with Purpose 6
Essential Learning 6

Your Turn! 7

Chapter 2: Writing Strategies for Building Background 9
A Fresh Start 9
Writing Strategies to Activate Prior Knowledge 10
K-W-L Chart 10
Concept Map 11
Recording Observations 12
Key Word Exploration 14
Entrance and Exit Polls 15
Writing Strategies for Previewing and Predicting 17
Skim and Scan 17
Writing Strategies to Develop Inference and Reasoning Skills 18
Stick It to It 19
Picture Clues 19
A Note about Journal Writing 20
Essential Learning—That’s Just the Beginning 21

Your Turn! 21

Chapter 3: Writing Strategies to Bring Meaning to Learning 23
A Tale of Two Classrooms 23
The Importance of Teaching Note Taking 24
Note-taking Strategies to Engage Students through Writing 26
Stop and Discuss 26



Outlining 27

Pre-typed Notes 28

Graphic Organizers 30

Two-column Notes 32

Other Visual Representations 33

Foldable Books 34
Learning Logs and Journal-writing Strategies to Engage Students through Writing
Organizational Strategies for Keeping Notes, Journals, and Learning Logs in Order
Time-saving Tips for Writing During the Learning Process 38

Writing During Center Time 38

Writing Center Ideas 38

Write Aloud 39

Ready to Write 39

Sacred Writing Time 39
Essential Learning—Make It Meaningful 40

Your Turn! 40

Chapter 4: Writing Strategies for Follow Up, Review, and Practice
Practice Makes Perfect . . . Or Does It? 41
Review for a Reason 42
Review Cards 43
Matching Stories 44
Question Cube 44
Un-Jeopardy 45
Review Relay 46
Pair-Share 48
Exit Cards 48
Round It Out 48
Pen Pal 49
Fill Me In 50
Practice with Purpose 51
Newspaper Dilemma 51
Math Riddles 51
Clue Me In 51
Essential Learning—That’s a Wrap 52
Easy Writing Strategies for Practice and Review 52

Your Turn! 52

36
37

41



Chapter 5: Writing to Understand and Use Essential Content-Area
Vocabulary 55

Lost for Words 55
Student-centered Learning Strategies 57
You Pick It 57
All in a Word 57
Student-written Cloze 58
Word Hunt 59
Word Alike 60
Vocabulary Stories 61
Write a Quote 53
Riddles 64
Word Webs 64
Word Walls 66
Vocabulary Writing Review Games 68
Vocabulary Password 68
Vocabulary Tic-Tac-Toe 68
Essential Learning—Make Words Work 69

Your Turn! 70

Chapter 6: Using Writing for Formative Assessment of Student
Learning 71

Before It’s Too Late 71

Why Use Formative Assessment? 72
Informal Assessment of Student Learning: Beyond Teacher Observation 72
One-word, One-sentence, and One-paragraph Summaries 73

Situation Cards 75

Comparisons 76
Table Talk 77
Dialogue Journals 78

Essential Learning—A Final Look 79
What Now? 8o

A Teacher’s Use of Formative Assessment 81
Feedback as an Essential Instructional Strategy 82
A Student’s Use of Formative Assessment 83
Essential Learning—Effective Assessment 84

Your Turn! 85



Chapter 7: Using Writing for Summative Assessment of Student
Learning 87

A Familiar Scene 87

A Closer Look at Assessment 88

Redesigning Summative Assessments: Performance Tasks 90
Time-saving Tips 95

Essential Learning—The Proof Is in the Writing 96

Your Turn! 97

Chapter 8: Don’t Fight It: Technology for Writing to Learn 929
Moving Beyond Four Walls 99
Technology Tools for Writing to Learn 100
Software Programs for Writing to Learn 100
Word Processing and Desktop Publishing 101
Multimedia 102
Graphic Organizers 103
Technology Equipment for Writing to Learn 105
Writing to Learn Online 106
Internet 106
Teacher- and Student-made Websites 107
WebQuests 107

E-mail 108

Blogs 108

Podcasts 109
Tips for Success 109
Essential Learning—Technology for Learning 110
Your Turn! 111

Chapter 9: Grading and Evaluating Student Work 113
Grades: The Final Conflict 113
Evaluation as Evidence of Learning—Clarity Is Key 115
Models Mold Masterpieces 118
Involving Students in the Evaluation of Their Learning 119
Evaluation through Effective Feedback 120
Essential Learning—Evaluating the Final Grade 123

Your Turn! 123



Chapter 10: Get Ready, Get Set, Write! 125
Quiz Time! 125
Tips for Writing Success 126
Establish a Supportive Writing Environment 126
A Measure of Time 128
Get Your Stuff Together 129
Essential Learning—Go Write! 129

Your Turn! 130

Appendix A: Writing Resources and Templates 131
Question Cube Template (Chapter 4) 131
Question Cube Sample Questions 132
Vocabulary Pre-write 133
Parent Project Review Form 134

Parent Permission to Publish Student Work Online 135

Appendix B: Sample Unit Assessment Plans 137
Math Unit Assessment Plan (Grade 3: Fractions) 137
Social Studies Unit Assessment Plan (Grade 3: Geography) 138
Science Unit Assessment Plan (Grade 5: The Water Cycle) 139

Blank Unit Assessment Plan 140

Appendix C: Sample Projects, Prompts, and Problems across Content
Areas 141

Subject Area: Math 141
Subject Area: Science 142

Subject Area: Social Studies 143
Bibliography of Professional Resources 145
Index 149

Target Skills Cross-Index 153



